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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 , The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3-5 and 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ohkura et al. ("Ohkura", EP 0790738 A2). 

As per independent claims 1, 17, 19 and 20, Ohkura teaches a coniputer implemented 
method and corresponding system for an MHP television device including GUI application and a 
user input comprising the steps/means: 

an MHP television device including a GUI application and a user input wherein the GUI 
application maintains at least one notional wheel to which activities and strings for representing 
the activities may be assigned and generates an image for display (e.g. fig. 5 and fig. 18; col. 6, 
lines 5-40 and col. 18, lines 11-35), the image including an edge of the notional wheel on which 
a predetermined number of the strings are arranged for display (e.g. fig. 18; col. 6, lines 5-40 and 
col. 18, lines 1 1-35), the GUI application being responsive to the user input both to rotate the 
notional wheel so as to display different strings (col. 6, lines 31-34) and to select any activity 
represented by a string on the notional wheel at a predetermined position of the image (e.g. fig. 
10; col. 10, line 23 - col. 1 1, line 32). 
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As per claims 3 and 18, Ohkura teaches the MHP television device according to claim 1 
wherein the GUI application stores activities and their respective strings in groups (e.g. All, 
Movie, Sport, News, Bookmark; Area Z of fig. 6), the strings of each group being assigned to a 
respective notional wheel and being available for display on the edge of the respective notional 
wheel (Area Y of fig. 6 and fig. 18) and wherein the activities include groups, such that selection 
of a group causes the GUI application to generate an image including the edge of a notional 
wheel with the strings of the selected group (Area Y of fig. 6 and fig. 18 and col. 7, lines 4-1 1). 

As per claim 4, Ohkura teaches the activities include television channels and the image 
includes a portion adjacent the predetermined position for displaying an internally assigned 
channel number corresponding to the channel currently represented by the string at the 
predetermined position (e.g. Channel numbers 10... 21 in Area Y of fig, 6). 

As per claim 5, Ohkura teaches the image includes fiinction areas corresponding to 
predetermined functions, the GUI application being responsive to the user input to initiate the 
functions (fig. 12c; col. 14, lines 44-56). 

As per claim 13, Ohkura teaches the GUI application only conducts a repaint operation to 
update an image for display upon receipt of an appropriate trigger, the GUI application then 
determining which part of the image requires an update and conducting a repaint operation for 
that part (col 7, Hnes 4-1 1 and col. 10, line 23 - col. 1 1, line 32). 
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As per claim 14, Ohkura teaches the GUI application comprises a wheel data object for 
maintaining a list of activities in relation to the notional wheels and a string wheel object for 
providing data representing the displayed edge of the current notional wheel (e.g. fig. 5 and fig. 
18; col. 6, lines 5-40 and col. 18, lines 1 1-35). 

As per claim 15, Ohkura teaches the GUI application fiarther comprises a main pane object 
responsive to the user input and an animator object wherein, responsive to the user input to rotate 
a notional wheel, the main pane creates an animation object for rotating the wheel and the 
animator object controls the animation object to change the data of the string wheel object on the 
basis of the data in the wheel data object (e.g. fig. 5 and fig. 18; col. 6, lines 5-40 and col. 18, 
lines 11-35; col. 10, line 23 - col. 1 1, line 32). 

As per claim 16, since users can rotate the respective areas X, Y, Z and display desired 
information on a display screen shown in fig. 5 (col. 6, lines 31-34), it is inherent in Ohkura' s 
system that each time the animator object controls the animation object to conduct a process to 
produce the next fi*ame, the process returns the time to wait for the animation object to produce 
the following fi*ame such that when a predetermined number of animations have been conducted 
for rotating the notional wheel, the animation object conducts a process to align the wheel 
relative to the re-determined position. 
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3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 6, 8 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ohkura in view of Ellis et al. ("Ellis", US 6,275,268), 

As per claim 2, Ohkura does not disclose the MHP television device comprising one of a 
set top box and an integrated television. Ellis disclose television device with a set-top box (col. 8, 
lines 23-31). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the teaching from Ellis of including a set-top box in Ohkura' s MHP television 
system since it would have allowed subscribers to take advantage of an expanded line of 
services. 

As per claim 6, Ohkura does not disclose responsive to selection of an edit function, the 
GUI application generates an edit image including the edge of a notional wheel. Ellis teaches that 
in col. 26, line 39 - col. 27, line 29. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use the teaching from Ellis of including an edit function and 
generating an edit image including the edge of a notional wheel in Ohkura' s system since it 
would have allowed users conveniently modifying users' preference channels. 

As per claim 8, Ohkura does not disclose the edit image includes a lock ftinction area and 
the GUI application is responsive to the lock function such that the activity represented by the 
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string currently at the predetermined position may be made available or unavailable for selection. 
Ellis discloses that in col. 20, line 55 - coL 21, line 31. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in -the art at the time of the invention to use the teaching from Ellis of including a 
lock function that make the channels available or unavailable in Ohkura's system since it would 
have allowed users to have a better control of which channels should be watched. 

As per claim 10, Ellis further discloses responsive to the user input, the GUI application 
moves the string at the predetermined position to a temporary position so as to leave a space at 
the predetermined position or moves the string from the temporary position to the predetermined 
position, rotation of the notional wheel maintaining the space at the predetermined position such 
that a string may be moved out of one position on the notional wheel and back in to a different 
position (col. 26, line 58 - col. 27, lines 29). 

As per claim 1 1, Ellis further discloses when a string is at the temporary position, the GUI 
application causes a copy function area to be displayed on the edit image and, responsive to 
selection of the copy function, the GUI application allows selection of other notional wheels, 
each with a space at the predetermined position, thereby allowing the insertion of the string from 
the temporary position into the other notional wheels (col. 26, line 58 - col. 27, lines 29). 

As per claim 12, Ohkura does not disclose responsive to selection of a scan function, the 
GUI application generates a scan image including the edge of a notional wheel and a start 
function area, the GUI application being responsive to the start function area to initiate scanning 
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of all available activities and to assign all of the detected activities and their respective strings to 
the notional wheel. Ellis discloses that in col. 13, line 54 - col. 14, line 6. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the teaching from 
Ellis of including a scan function to initiate scanning of all available channels in Ohkura's 
system since users would have been provided with the ability to scan through program schedule 
information for any channel. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohkura in view of 
Ellis and fiirther in view of Salandro (US 6,519,540). 

As per claim 7, Ohkura does not disclose the edit image includes a hide function area and 
the GUI application is responsive to the hide function such that the string currently at the 
predetermined position may be hidden or unhidden from display. Salandro discloses that in col. 
7, lines 30-35. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the teaching from Salandro of including a hide function such that the string 
may be hidden or unhidden from display in modified Ohkura's system since it would have 
allowed an unused channel to be removed from the display 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per claim 9, the prior art made of record fails to anticipate or make obvious the 
claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art fails to teach, in combination with the remaining 
elements: 

Prior art such as Ohkura teaches an MHP television device including GUI application and 
a user input maintains at least one notional wheel to which activities and strings for representing 
the activities may be assigned and generates an image for display. However, this prior art, taken 
alone or in combination still fails to anticipate or render the limitation "the image including the 
edge of a notional wheel on which the string at the predetermined position of the notional wheel 
of the edit image is retained at the predetermined position and characters appear at other 
positions of the notional wheel, the GUI application being responsive to the user input both to 
rotate the notional wheel and move the string within the predetermined position, such that each 
character of the string can be changed in turn by rotating the notional wheel" as recited in claim 
9. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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US 5808608 A to Young; Patrick et al. discloses background television schedule system. 
US 5874954 A to Kilmer; Richard A.C. et al. discloses centricity-based interface and 
method. 

US 6160551 A to Naughton; Patrick J. et al. discloses graphical user interface for 
displaying and manipulating objects. 

Inquiries 

9, Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhon (Gary) D Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4139. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday with every other Monday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R Hemdon can be reached on (571)272-4136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Nhon (Gary) Nguyen 
December 9, 2004 



